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Press Release 
Southern Plains Tribal Health Board Passes 
Resolution Supporting Relationship Between 
the United States and Tribes, Protecting Tribal 
Sovereignty 

 
The Southern Plains Tribal Health Board (SPTHB) approved Resolution No. 2018-05: A Resolution Supporting the 

Government-to-Government Relationship Between the United States and Tribes and Protecting Tribal Sovereignty. 

(All Resolutions approved by SPTHB can be found at www.spthb.org.)  

This resolution came after the Dear Tribal Leader Letter from the Center for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) 

which states that CMS believes they are constrained by statute and are concerned that requiring states to exempt 

American Indians and Alaska Natives from community engagement requirements could raise civil rights issues. Tribal 

governments are sovereign nations which has been congressionally mandated and acknowledged by Congress 

through numerous treaties, statutes, Federal case law, regulations, executive orders, and the political and legal 

relationship with the federal Government, rather than a racial classification. This committed relationship is based out of 

229 years of over 500 congressionally mandated treaties between the United States Government and Tribal Nations, 

whose native land is located within the United States of America. 

The federal government has a unique, Constitutionally-mandated political relationship with the 573 Tribes it 

recognizes. As part of that relationship, the United States has a legal obligation to provide many services to American 

Indians and Alaska Natives including healthcare. Medicaid is an indispensable program toward the fulfillment of this 

responsibility, with the funding to treat Medicaid-eligible American Indians and Alaska Natives providing a vital lifeline 

to an underfunded and under-resourced Indian health system. Congress recognized the unique relationship between 

Tribes and the Medicaid program when it mandated a 100% Federally Assisted Medical Percentage for Indian Health 

Service and Tribal facilities in 1976.  
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It is crucial that Congress provides legislative guidance to government agencies on the trust – treaty responsibility of 

the United States to Tribal Nations on the differences between congressionally mandated tribal sovereignty versus 

race and civil rights concerns, when it comes to American Indians Nations who reside within the United States 

boundaries. 

Tribal Sovereignty is recognized in the United States Constitution in Article VI, Clause 2, which says: “This constitution, 

and the Laws of the United States which shall be made in pursuance thereof, and all treaties made, or which shall be 

made, under the authority of the United States, shall be the supreme law of the land; and the judges in every state 

shall be bound thereby, anything in the constitution or laws of any state to the contrary notwithstanding.”  

The SPTHB will continue to advocate for the unique political status of Tribes, their members, while promoting and 

protecting the political status and take all action possible and practical to uphold that political status and prevent 

policymaking at the federal level that misinterprets federal policy impacting Tribes based on race. 

About Southern Plains Tribal Health Board: The Southern Plains Tribal Health Board (SPTHB) is a 
non-profit organization based in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma. The health board was established in 1972 
to provide a unified voice on tribal public health needs and policy for the 44 federally recognized tribes 
located in the states of Kansas, Oklahoma, and Texas. Board membership includes representatives 
from the 44 tribal nations.   
 


